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Our Vision: “To be a caring Christian community on a journey to follow Jesus.” 
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Inside this issue: 
 

  

From the Pastor… 
 

The coming year will be one of many 
changes and transitions.  As most of you 
know, the Wyoming Conference will be no 
more effective June 2010.  Our two Penn-
sylvania districts will join with Central PA 
to become the new Susquehanna Confer-
ence.  Our two New York districts will join 
with Western NY, North Central NY, and 
the NY portion of Troy Conferences to be-
come one new conference yet to be named. 
 

As we work through this new structure, 
there are many exciting possibilities and 
more than a few unresolved issues.  Listen-
ing meetings have been scheduled to talk 
about the new conference.  Fortunately, 
one of them has been scheduled here at 
Endwell so it will be very convenient for 
you to come and learn. 
 

I invite you to attend the Listening Session 
on Wednesday, October 28th, at 7:00 p.m. 
in our Fellowship Hall.  The UMW will be 
providing refreshments.  (Check out page 7 
about meeting our new bishop.) 
 

Hope to see you there. 
 

Pastor Roger 
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August Finance Report 

We continue to face challenges as we seek 
to fully fund our ministries.  Our  receipts 
through August total $204,261.72 
(compared with $201,272.38 for 2008).  
Our expenses through August total 
$238,730.34 (compared with $231,843.76 
for 2008).  Using reserved funds, we have 
been able to keep current with all bills in-
cluding our Ministry Shares to the    Annual 
Conference. 
 

In addition, we have been able to make sig-
nificant improvements to our building.  
Volunteers have painted the downstairs of 
the Education Building as well as some 
other areas.  The Endwell Nursery School 
and several families provided funding to 
replace the worn carpets downstairs.  An-
other family provided funding to have the 
parking lot relined. 

We are completing a major renovation of 
the rest rooms by the kitchen.   As is often 
the case with remodeling, we found many 
other problems that needed to be addressed 
including leaking water and gas lines in 
the Fellowship Hall floor which have been 
replaced.  Some of the additional costs 
have been mitigated by volunteers from 
the congregation doing some of the work.  
Once we have  finalized the expenses for 
this project, the Trustees will proceed with 
replacing the windows in the Fellowship 
Hall if we have sufficient funds to pay for 
it in full. 
 

Your gifts to the Building Fund make all 
of this possible.  Thank you for your    
generous support. 
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Just Older Youth 

 
JOY, the program for all who are free 
during the day on Wednesdays at 10 a.m.. 
We meet in the Fireplace Room for most 
of our programs; lunch follows at various 
restaurants.  Program schedule follows: 

October 28  Foliage Ride to the Chestnut Lodge and a delicious luncheon 
 

November 18  Dick Ward’s slides in beautiful fall colors of Montana and          
   Wyoming 
 

December 16  Rev. Barry Downing speaking on UFO’s 
 

January 27  Rev. Barbara Green with her portrayal of Catherine of Siena 
 

February 24  Game morning  -  board games, wicked cards and dominos 
 

March 24  One of the Biblical “old movies” with Charleston Heston or  
   Yul Bryner 
 

April 28 and  TBA 
May 26 

We will soon be planning extra trips 

Deborah Circle   -   Wednesday,  October 28th 
10 a.m.   -   Church kitchen 

 

Candy making for the bazaar 

Rebekah Circle   -   Wednesday,  October 14th   -   10 a.m. Church parking lot 
 

We will be visiting the Tioga Historical Museum in Owego; lunch will follow at a local  
restaurant.     Meet in the church parking lot to carpool. 
Our annual collection  for the UMW’s Bazaar Chicken & Biscuit dinner supplies will be 
taken. 
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Consecration Sunday Is Coming—November 15th 

Congregations that 
approach financial 
stewardship from a 
biblical perspective 

do not view the money Christians give to 
their church merely as a way to pay its 
bills.  Rather, such congregations see   
financial contributions as a way to help 
people grow spiritually in their relation-
ship with God by supporting their 
church’s mission and ministry with a   
percentage of their incomes. 
 

New Consecration Sunday is based on the 
biblical philosophy of the need of the 
giver to give for his or her own spiritual 
development, rather than on the need of 
the church to receive.  Instead of treating 
people like members of a social club who 
should pay dues, we will treat people like 
followers of Jesus Christ who want to 
give unselfishly as an act of discipleship.  
New Consecration Sunday encourages 
people toward proportionate and system-
atic giving in response to the question, 
“What percentage of my income is God 
calling me to give?”  During morning 
worship on Consecration Sunday,        
November 15th, we are asking our atten-
dees and members to make their financial 
commitments to our church’s missionary, 
benevolent, and educational ministries in 
this community and around the world. 
 

Every attendee and member who       
completes an Estimate of Giving Card 

does so voluntarily by attending morning 
worship on Consecration Sunday.   
     

We urge people to attend who feel 
strongly opposed to completing a card.  
The   procedure is done in such a way that 
no one feels personal embarrassment if he 
or she chooses not to fill out a card. 
 

We will do no home solicitation to ask 
people to complete cards.  During    
morning worship our guest leader will 
conduct a brief period of instruction and 
inspiration, climaxed by members making 
their commitments as a confidential act of 
worship. 
 

We will encourage participation in     
Consecration Sunday events through the 
Consecration Sunday team and Church 
Council members.  Since we will make 
no follow-up visits to ask people to    
complete their cards, we will make every 
effort to inform, inspire, and commit   
everyone to attend Consecration Sunday 
worship. 
 

This is the fifth year that we have used 
this approach to stewardship with very 
good results.  We thank you in advance 
for your enthusiastic participation in Con-
secration Sunday events. 
 

Jim Short 
Church Council chairperson 
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 Christianity and World Religions 
 

Wrestling with Questions People Ask 
 

Wednesdays at 7:00 p.m. in the Fireplace Room 
October 7, 14, 21, November 4, 11, 18 

 

We are offering a six-week adult study on World Religions.   The video section will be 
lead by Adam Hamilton, pastor of the United Methodist Church of the Resurrection, one 
of the fastest growing, most highly visible churches in the country. 
 

We will be looking at the following world religions:  Hinduism, Buddhism, Islam,     
Judaism and Christianity.  We will be discussing the following questions: 
 

· Why are there so many different religions? 
· How should Christians view other religions? 
· How is God at work in other religions? 
· What is the fate of those who earnestly pursue God through other religions? 
 

You are invited to be a part of this group even if you cannot attend every week.  Come 
when you can and join the discussion.  Pastor Roger will convene the group. 

Rest Rooms  
Nearing Completion 

 

As we go to print, the rest rooms by the 
kitchen are nearly complete….tile is in, 
most fixtures are in, water line is being 
completed, gas line is complete.  We are 
waiting for the arrival of the partitions. 
They are looking very nice and will be a 
great improvement to our facilities.  
Many thanks to Dave Alexander who  
provided oversight and to our many      
volunteers who helped with some of the 
work. 

Lord’s Table to 
Resume in October 

 

Now that the rest room project is being 
completed, we are ready to resume serv-
ing dinners on Monday’s.  Therefore, if 
you serve on a team, please plan to be 
here for your assigned week in October.  
If you would like to join a team, please 
contact the church office.  Our guests 
have greatly missed this ministry and we 
are very pleased that we will be able to 
resume feeding people in our community. 
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        ENS 
President’s  

Desk 

The new school year has gotten off to a great start.  We would like 
to thank Dave Alexander and all who volunteered their time to 
spruce up the ENS classrooms. It looks fantastic! The new year has 
brought us 13 UPK students from Maine-Endwell School district 
who attend 5 mornings a week.  In addition we have 3, 4 yr old    
students attending 5 mornings per week and 5, 4 yr olds that attend  
3 mornings per week.  In our 3 year old program we welcomed      
17 new students who attend 2 mornings per week. There are still a 
few 4 yr old, 3 mornings per week slots and just 1, 3 yr old slot 
available.  If interested please contact our Director/Registrar,        
Jennifer Anderson at 798-8073. 

Thank you to all the youth who 
helped with Rally Day.   

We had a beautiful day and a 
great kick off to the new Sunday 
School year.          Tracy 

Bibles were presented to our 3rd graders: 
 

 Abigaile Anderson 
 John Corbin 
 Michael Yacovoni 
 

 Congratulations! 

All youth in grades 7th-12th are invited to join puppeteers.   
We are going to start are practices soon.   

If interested or if you have any questions please contact me at 748-8979. 
                                                                          Tracy 

All youth in grades 8-12 are invited to join us at youth group.   
We are meeting the first and third Sunday of the month unless           

otherwise noted.  Look forward to seeing you. 
     Tracy and Sue 

We have nursery care available during the Sunday school hour.  
 

Mrs. Natalie Leotta is in the nursery from 9:15-10:15 am to 
care for your child birth to 3 yrs old.  Please take advantage of 
her services and join us in an adult Sunday school class. 

Nursery 

     Care 
       Available 
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We have childcare available in the nursery during the 10:30 am service every 
week. Amber Olmstead, lead childcare provider, Morgan Allen, assistant, and 
Allison Costello, assistant, will care for your child birth to 4 years old. 
 

Every other week after children's time, during the 10:30 am service, there will 
be a message and activity held in rooms 3 and 4, (across from the nursery), for 
children in grades K-3.  October dates are 10/11 and 10/25. 

Please join us for Trunk and Treat.  
Parents bring a bag or two of candy to share along with 
some lawn chairs and kids, wear your costumes and 
bring a bag to collect your treats. We will line up the 
cars with the trunks open and kids will walk around the 
parking lot and collect goodies. Refreshments will be 
available for all. 

When: Saturday, October 31 
 

Where: Endwell United Methodist Church Parking Lot 
 

Time: 2 pm Sharp! 
 

If inclement weather occurs we will move into the Fellowship Hall. 
 

Questions? Please contact Tracy Savidge at 748-8979. 

Meet Bishop Matthews 
 

Effective with the new Conference next July 
1st, Bishop Marcus Matthews will be bishop 
for our area.  In preparation for this change, he 
will be in our area this fall to meet clergy and 
laity.  You are invited to attend either of the 
following meetings: 
 

Wed., October 21, 7:00 p.m. at Owego UMC  

(primarily for laity  but clergy also welcome) 
 

Thurs., October 22, 9:30 a.m. at Vestal Ctr UMC 

(primarily for clergy but laity also welcome) 

 
 
 
Saturday, October 4th 

 Time: 4:00 pm to 6:00 pm 
 

 Cost: $6.00  -  adults 
  $4.00  -  ages 5 - 12 
  Free    -  under age 5 
 

 Place: EUMC - Fellowship Hall 
 

Sponsored by:  K-4 Sunday School classes 
         to benefit Heifer International 
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SEE ONLINE CALENDAR    
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SEE ONLINE CALENDAR    
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Oct. 6   7:00 pm Executive Meeting / Perry Room 
Oct. 13-15    Rummage Sale 
Oct 17     Binghamton District Fall Meeting 
Oct 18   7:00 pm Reading Group Perry Room 
Oct.20   7:00 pm Candlelight Service / Fireplace Rm 
Nov. 6&7    Bazaar 

UMW Fall Rummage and Bake Sale 
         Set-up:  Tuesday, 10/13 9 a.m.  -  until? 
         Sale:  Wednesday, 10/14 9 a.m.  -  3 p.m. 
         Bag Sale: Thursday, 10/15 9 a.m.  -  noon 

Sale 

Volunteers needed on all days.  To help or for more information, please call Kay Lathrop 
(754-5089). 
 

Items for sale may be dropped off at the far end of the Fellowship Hall, Sunday, 10/11 
through noon on Tuesday, 10/13.  (We do not accept: sporting equipment or electronics) 
 

There will be a Bake Sale during the Rummage Sale.  Baked goods and candy may be left 
in the kitchen on Tuesday or early Wednesday.  Proceeds will go to the scholarship for 
youth going to Haiti.  

Tuesday, October 20 we will be holding 
our Candlelight Service to take the time 
to remember the faithful women of the 
church.  We encourage everyone to come 
to celebrate the lives of these dedicated 
women. 

Bazaar News 

Friday, November 6   4 - 8 p.m. 
Saturday, November 7   10 a.m. - 12 (noon) 

We will be having crafts for sale,                   
so keep working and donating your crafts.   
We have material in the UMW cupboard     

you can use to make items .    
We will be looking for bake sale items and 
pies for the Chicken and Biscuit Dinner.   

Thanks for your generosity. 
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“Pray for a Change...” 
 

It’s hard to believe our prayer covenant group is beginning it’s tenth year!  And no, I’m 
not suggesting that we don’t pray as we should, rather, that we ought to really believe 
that our prayer makes a difference in our lives and in the world!   
   And that prayer changes  things! 
 

Last year 24 people joined me in this covenant of daily prayer.  Why not decide to join 

the group this eleventh anniversary year?    I am convinced that our           
intentionality in prayer, and our care for one another are central to growing as Christian 
Disciples. 
 

Interested? 

Here’s what’s involved.  You are invited to pick up a bi-monthly copy of the Upper 
Room.  Each day, set aside a short time for prayer.  During your prayer time, read the 
selected scripture passage and the daily thought from the booklet.  Then remember 
those on your prayer list, as well as others you may know, and of course, our Church 
and it’s ministry.  You will also receive the name of a person to keep in your prayers 
throughout the year.  (You may want to remember that person occasionally with a note 
or a card reminding them that someone is praying for them.)  At the close of the cove-
nant, we’ll let them know who has been praying for them. 
 

If you can enter into this covenant, and want to “PRAY FOR A CHANGE!” , 
please complete the form below and return it to the church office by October 5th .    
    

       Pastor Roger 
 

 
YES! I want to join our new Prayer Covenant Group! 
 
Name_______________________________________________ 
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Congratulations to ..... 
 

.... John and Kathy Branca on the marriage of their daughter, Erin, to Dominic 
LaMont on August 8th.  
 

.... Bill and Susan Stanton on the marriage of their daughter, Katie, to Matthew 
Bucey on September 18th.  

Special Appreciation to ...... 
 

Diane Barton, Kelly Bonitz, Heidi Federko, Jennifer Hatton, Scott McLain, Jerry Robinson,     
and Jane Scheibner for providing monthly blood pressure screening for our congregation.          
Kelly Bonitz is the chairperson for the team.  
 

       The following are the dates that blood pressures will be taken: 
 

September 13 - (8:15)   (10:30)  
October 11 - (8:15)   (10:30)  
November 8 - (8:15)   (10:30)  
December 13 - (8:15)   (10:30)  
January 10 - (8:15)   (10:30)  
February 14 - (8:15)   (10:30)  
March 14 - (8:15)   (10:30)  
April 11 - (8:15)   (10:30)  
May 9  - (8:15)   (10:30)  
June (picnic) - (8:15)   (10:30)  

PRAYERS + PEOPLE + GOD = MIRACLES 
 During September, our Congregational Prayer Group and prayer chain members          
included the following church members in their daily prayers:   Betty & Doug Oakey, Pat and 
Larry Vesely, Betty Rogler,  Charlie Rider, Elin Schaller,   Diane Schwarzmeier, Bernie 
Decker, Tom McAdon, Lillian Gentile, Ike Cheney. 
 Also during this same time frame, the following people were included as well:   Frank 
& Ann Kelemecz, Kathy Eisenhauer, Carl Larson, Cliff Post, Jim Scheibner & family, Michael 
Fish, Kay Columbia, Esham & Regini Davida, Keith Kerns, Carol Beagel, Marge Maciolek, 
David Staples, Manda D’Gata, Melissa G., Tom Tatum, Gerry, Dan Christman, Joyce Brooks, 
Effie Melville, Dane Weston. 
 Each week, we also pray for the men and women serving in our Armed Forces:           
Justin Johnson, Ben Staples, Tom Swartz, Nick Tokos.    (Call Bev Scudder with requests) 
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WORSHIP IN OCTOBER  

October 4th—World Communion 
Sermon: Jesus Interprets the      
     Scriptures 
Text:  Mark 10:2-16 
 
 
October 11th—19th Sunday after   
Pentecost 
Sermon: Re-Launch Yourself 
Text:  Mark 10:17-31 

October 18th—Laity Sunday 

 
October 25th—21st Sunday after    
Pentecost 
Sermon: Just in Time 
Text:  Mark 10:46-52 
 

Note: Some sections or 
pages with 
Personal information 
have been removed from 
this electronic version. �
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Church Staff 
Bishop:  Susan W. Hassinger             

(AlbEpisArea@Worldnet.att.net) 
 

District Superintendent:  David D. Masland 
(bingdist@stny.rr.com) 

 

Senior Pastor: Roger G. Richards 
(PastorRoger@EndwellUMC.org) 

 

Pastor Emeritus:  José L. Valencia, Jr.      
(josenan@stny.rr.com) 

 

Office Manager:  Karen Taylor 
(Office@EndwellUMC.org) 

 

Director of Music:  Michael Saarie 
(mfsaarie@aol.com) 

 

Organists:  Pam Talerico (8:15)  

                      Carolyn Corse (10:30) 
 

Director of Christian Education:           

Tracy Savidge (tsavidge@stny.rr.com) 
 

Director of Congregation Care:              
Beverly Scudder 

(BevScudder@EndwellUMC.org) 
 

Custodian:  Dave Alexander 
 

Endwell United Methodist Church 
3301 Watson Blvd. 
Endwell, NY 13760 

607/754-5735 
www.EndwellUMC.org 

Sunday Worship at 8:15 & 10:30 
Sunday School at 9:15 

This is your October 

Journey! 
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pages with 
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